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Whan the Chinese Communists first entered Seoul, they toaediately began house- 
to-house searches, taking all food and all western-style clothing they could 
find. After 10 January, markets were opened in East Gate and Abyon-dong, and 
there was no further house searching. The Chinese soldiers appeared in the 
markets, however, and purchased anything they wanted, including American drugs 
and western-style clothing* regardless of price . They forced the merchants to 
accept Communist currency* in return,, The units that followed the first occu- 
pying forces were orderly and well disciplined and did not ham the civilian 
population. 


2 0 Chinese troops depended upon food supplies sent thou from the rear ana* after 
r « a 8 ?*® 8 of the occupation, requisitioned no food from local people. 

In the first few days following the entry into Seoul* horse end oxcarts could 
he seen every night traveling north from Seoul* Xangju, Inchon* and Suwon vita 
loads of food* Soldiers arriving in Seoul from the north carried approximately 
six to ten litres of corn and millet with them but no more* Villagers in th j 
Seoul area stated that Chinese Communist units competed for the privilege of 
being the first to enter areas evacuated by the United States forces so "that 
they could obtain American supplies* Their appropriation of supplies was tacitly 
approved by commanders* 

3® In mid-February* in the villages around Seoul $ Chinese Communist troops wore 
requisitioning grain* draft animals* and fodder from the local farmers,. Some- 
times they paid in Communist currency* but more often they gave the farmers 
receipts printed in the name of the Chines© People's Volunteer Supporters 
Association, saying that these would be honored later when the as sociation moved 
into the area* In addition, the Chinese purchased in local markets a variety 
of articles, showing particular fondness for American products,, A Communist 
soldier paid 2,000 won in Communist ci^roney for a package of American cigarettes*** 

4. Many Chinese officers wore American uniforms# underwear* and socks* and seme 

soldiers had American overcoats. One Chinese officer, when asked, said that he 

had bought his American uniform in China, whore the markets were full of American 

goods sold by the Nationalist soldiers. A Communist soldier admitted that he was 

wearing an American uniform taken from a war prisoner. 
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5 0 When the Chinese entered Seoul, they came in groups of five to eight s with one 
rifle, to every three or four men. Throughout, their occupation of the city, tm 
Chinese soldiers carried arms, although officers usually had pistols. At fiv:.-t 
the Seoul resident i believed that they must have sent their arms in by trans- 
port, secretly, hut eventually they came to the conclusion that the Chinese had 
few weapons. Horse and oxcarts which accompanied, the troops ware loaded with 
f uel , spare parts, electric wires taken from occupied areas, or food. Ho hoary 
arms were seen in transit through Seoul, and there was a report that the Chinese 
covered or camouflaged their heavy pieces 30 well that they could not be easi.-',.- 
detected,, Since most transport moved at night, Seoul residents believed, dark- 
ness accounted for their failure to observe any heavy weapons. 


6„ By the end of February, food supplies in Seoul were very short because of the 
disrupt ion of supply lines from the north by United Nations air attacks, The 
North Koreans could requisition food from the local population, but the Chinese 
were still dependent on outside supplies. North Korean partisans in early 
March were say ing that the Communist forces had to leave Seoul because they had 
not sufficient food to be able to fight. 
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Comment , No specific currency was mentioned, and it is not clear 
wnetnef NortS Korean won is meant. The only statement mode by the source 
concerning the value of the currency was that- one unit was equivalent to 
ten liOK won. The exchange rate for ROK won is 4,000 to the U.S. dollar,. 
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won. 


Comment., This would be, according to the value given, 20,000 ROK 
The price of cigarettes in Pusan,, for example, is only 2,000 ROK 
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